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period soliciting comments on the
following collection of information was
published on October 29, 1996 [61 FR
55835–55836] and a Notice of Final
Determination was published on July
22, 1997 [62 FR 39299].
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before March 6, 1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Claretta Duren, Office of Engineering,
Federal Highway Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, D.C.
20590, (202) 418–8567 or (202) 366–
4636. Office hours are from 7:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., e.t., Monday thru Friday,
except Federal holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Federal Highway Administration, DOT
Title: Bid Price Data.
OMB Number: 2125–0010.
Type of Request: Reinstatement,

without change, of a previously
approved collection for which approval
has expired.

Affected Public: State highway
agencies.

Form(s): FHWA–45.
Abstract: The form FHWA–45, ‘‘Bid

Price Data,’’ is needed to monitor
changes in purchasing power of the
Federal-Aid construction dollar. FHWA
has found it necessary to follow these
trends so that changes in highway
construction prices can be measured
and funding level recommendations to
Congress can be justified. Form FHWA–
45 is prepared for Federal-Aid highway
construction contracts greater than $0.5
million in the 50 States plus
Washington, DC, and Puerto Rico. Data
reported in the form FHWA–45 are six
major items of highway construction,
together with the total materials and
labor costs of the project, taken from the
bid tabulation of construction items
submitted by the lowest or winning
bidder to the State highway agency. The
highway agencies furnish copies of the
bid tabulation to the FHWA Division
offices.

Estimated Annual Burden Hours: 484.
ADDRESSES: Send comments to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, 725–17th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20503, Attention
FHWA Desk Officer.

OMB is required to make a decision
concerning this collection of
information between 30 and 60 days
after publication of this document in the
Federal Register. However, a comment
to OMB is best assured of having its full
effect if OMB receives it within 30 days
of publication.

Comments are invited on: Whether
the proposed collection of information

is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 28,
1998.
Phillip A. Leach,
Clearance Officer, United States Department
of Transportation.
[FR Doc. 98–2693 Filed 2–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–62–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary (OST)

Reports, Forms and Recordkeeping
Requirements; Agency Information
Collection Activity Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), this notice announces that
the Information Collection Requests
(ICRs) abstracted below have been
forwarded to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
comment. The ICRs describes the nature
of the information collection and their
expected cost and burden. The Federal
Register Notice with a 60-day comment
period soliciting comments on these
collections of information was
published on November 19, 1997 (61 FR
61859).
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before March 6, 1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deborah Boothe, Office of Hazardous
Materials Standards (DHM–10),
Research and Special Programs
Administration, Room 8102, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590–0001, Telephone (202) 366–8553.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Research
and Special Programs Administration,
DOT.

1. Title: Hazardous Materials
Shipping Papers and Emergency
Response Information (Former Title:
Hazardous Materials Shipping Papers).

OMB Control Number: 2137–0034.
Type Request: Extension of a

currently approved collection.
Form(s): N/A.

Affected Public: Shippers and carriers
of hazardous materials in intrastate,
interstate, and foreign commerce.

Abstract: Shipping papers and
emergency response information are a
basic communication tool used in the
safe transportation of hazardous
materials. They serve as a principal
means of identifying hazardous
materials during transportation,
including emergencies, by providing the
proper shipping name, hazard class, UN
identification number, packing group,
and quantity of each hazardous material
being transported. Shipping papers also
provide emergency response
information for use in the mitigation of
an incident, and an emergency response
telephone number for use in the event
of an emergency. The telephone number
must be monitored at all times the
hazardous material is in transportation,
by a person who is either
knowledgeable of the hazardous
material being shipped and has
comprehensive emergency response and
incident mitigation information for that
material, or has immediate access to a
person who possesses such knowledge
and information. Shipping papers also
serve as a means of notifying transport
workers that hazardous materials are
present, so that the proper loading,
unloading, handling and safety
procedures may be followed. This
information collection renewal includes
new requirements for: shippers and
carriers to retain shipping papers for
one year as mandated by Section
5110(e) under the Federal hazardous
material transportation law; compliance
with the HMR by intrastate shippers and
carriers, published under Docket HM–
200, ‘‘Hazardous Materials in Intrastate
Commerce; Final Rule’’, on January 8,
1997 (62 FR 1108); and the President’s
initiative to reduce the regulatory
burdens imposed by the Federal
government.

Total Annual Burden Hours:
6,500,000.

2. Title: Radioactive Materials
(RAM) Transportation Requirements.

OMB Control Number: 2137–0510.
Type Request: Extension of a

currently approved collection.
Form(s): N/A.
Affected Public: Shippers and carriers

of radioactive materials.
Abstract: The requirements for

transportation of RAM are provided in
49 CFR parts 171–180. Information
collection requirements for RAM
include shipper notification to
consignees of the dates of shipment of
RAM, expected arrival, special loading/
unloading instructions; verification that
shippers using foreign-made packages
hold a foreign competent authority
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certificate and verification that the
terms of the certificate are being
followed for RAM shipments being
made into this country; and specific
handling instructions from shippers to
carriers for fissile RAM, bulk shipments
of low specific activity RAM and
packages of RAM which emit high
levels of external radiation. These
information collection requirements
help to establish that proper packages
are used for the type of radioactive
material being transported, external
radiation levels do not exceed
prescribed limits, packages are handled
appropriately and delivered in a timely
manner, so as to ensure the safety of the
general public, transport workers and
emergency responders. This information
collection has been adjusted to reflect
program changes regarding
responsibility for the routing of highway
controlled quantities of radioactive
materials.

Total Annual Burden Hours: 14,480.
Send comments to the Office of

Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, 725–
17th Street, NW., Washington, DC
20503, Attention RSPA Desk Officer.

OMB is required to make a decision
concerning these collections of
information between 30 and 60 days
after publication of this document in the
Federal Register. Therefore, a comment
to OMB is best assured of having its full
effect if OMB receives it within 30 days
of publication.

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 29,
1998.
Phillip A. Leach,
Clearance Officer, United States Department
of Transportation.
[FR Doc. 98–2694 Filed 2–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–60–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary

Exemption Concerning the Foreign Air
Carrier Family Support Act of 1997

AGENCY: Department of Transportation,
Office of the Secretary.
ACTION: Docket OST 98–3304, Order 98–
1–31.

SUMMARY: The Department is exempting
those foreign air carriers which
currently hold, or may subsequently
receive, Department authority to
conduct operations in foreign air
transportation using only small aircraft,
from the provisions of the Foreign Air
Carrier Family Support Act of 1997. The
order, the text of which is attached, is

effective until further order of the
Department.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George Wellington, Foreign Air Carrier
Licensing Division, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Room 6412, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590. Telephone (202) 366–2391.

Dated: January 29, 1998.
Attachment

Patrick V. Murphy,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and
International Affairs.

Issued by the Department of Transportation
on the 29th day of January, 1998.

Served: February 3, 1998.
In the matter of: The Foreign Air Carrier

Family Support Act of 1997.

Order Granting Exemption

Summary

In this order we exempt foreign air carriers
which currently hold, or may subsequently
receive, Department authority to conduct
operations in foreign air transportation using
only small aircraft, from the provisions of 49
U.S.C. section 41313.

Background

The Foreign Air Carrier Family Support
Act of 1997 (PL 105–148), signed into law
December 16, 1997, adds to Title 49 of the
U.S. Code a new section 41313, ‘‘Plans to
address needs of families of passengers
involved in foreign air carrier accidents.’’
Section 41313 extends to foreign air carriers
requirements similar to those imposed on
U.S. certificated carriers in 49 U.S.C. section
41113 by the Aviation Disaster Family
Assistance Act of 1996. Sections 41113 and
41313 require, among other things, that all
certificated and foreign air carriers develop
and submit to the Department and to the
National Transportation Safety Board a plan
to address the needs of families of passengers
involved in aircraft accidents.

Decision

Section 41113 limits the scope of its
coverage to certificated U.S. air carriers, thus
excluding, as a class, U.S. air taxi operators.
The language in section 41313, however,
makes no distinction as to the size of aircraft
operated by affected foreign carriers, thus
technically requiring compliance from all
such carriers, including those operating only
small, air taxi-sized aircraft. However, the
clear intent of the Foreign Air Carrier Family
Support Act of 1997 was to extend the
coverage of the Aviation Disaster Family
Assistance Act of 1996 to comparably
situated foreign air carriers, and not to
expand that coverage to include an
additional class of carrier that operates only
small aircraft.

In light of this situation, we have decided
to exempt those foreign air carriers that
currently hold, or may subsequently receive,
Department authority to conduct operations
in foreign air transportation using only small
aircraft (i.e., aircraft designed to have a
maximum passenger capacity of not more

than 60 seats or a maximum payload capacity
of not more than 18,000 pounds), from the
provisions of 49 U.S.C. 41313.1 We find that
our action will result in more effective
implementation of the important objectives
of the Foreign Air Carrier Family Support Act
of 1997, and will remove an unintended and
inappropriate burden from the affected class
of foreign carrier small-aircraft operators.

Note that this exemption applies solely to
foreign carriers whose Department authority
is limited to small-aircraft operations only.
For example, a foreign carrier authorized to
conduct U.S. operations using large and
small aircraft (i.e., without limitation as to
aircraft size), and that elects to conduct those
operations using only small aircraft, is not
relieved from the requirement to file a plan.
Similarly, if the foreign carrier operates a
mixed fleet of large and small aircraft, all of
its operations must be covered by its plan,
including its operations with small aircraft.
In view of the above, we find that it is
consistent with the public interest to grant
the exemption described above. We also find
that our action does not constitute a major
regulatory action under the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act of 1975.

Accordingly

1. We exempt all foreign air carriers that
currently hold, or may subsequently receive,
Department authority to conduct operations
in foreign air transportation using only small
aircraft (i.e., aircraft designed to have a
maximum passenger capacity of not more
than 60 seats or a maximum payload capacity
of not more than 18,000 pounds), from the
provisions of 49 U.S.C. 41313;

2. This order is effective immediately, and
shall remain in effect until further order of
the Department;

3. We may amend, modify, or revoke this
order at any time and without hearing;

4. We shall serve this order on all Canadian
air taxi operators conducting operations
under 14 CFR Part 294, and all other foreign
air carriers holding Department authority to
conduct operations using only ‘‘small’’
aircraft as defined in ordering paragraph 1
above; and

5. We will publish this order in the Federal
Register.

By: Patrick V. Murphy, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Aviation and International
Affairs.

Footnote 1. For the purposes of this order,
we have used the definition of ‘‘small
aircraft’’ applicable to U.S. air taxi operators
and contained in 14 CFR Part 298. The
exemption we are granting here therefore
encompasses (in addition to other foreign air
carriers) Canadian air taxis conducting
operations under 14 CFR Part 294.

An electronic version of this document is
available on the World Wide Web at: http:/
/dms.dot.gov/general/orders/aviation.html.

[FR Doc. 98–2674 Filed 2–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–62–P
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